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Chapter – 08

Names and Attributes of God
(

)

Attributes of God:

ns

God’s attributes are of three kinds.
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1. First kind of attributes is related to Allah (SWT) in Persona.
These are eternal and everlasting. These attributes do not
require any specific thing to relate. For example; ( ﺣﻴﺎةLifespan).
The name ( اﻟﺤﻲthe Everlasting) is the predecessor of all the
names. The names ( ﻋﻠﻴﻢAll-Knowing), ( ﺳﻤﻴﻊAll-Hearing),ﺑﺼﻴﺮ
(All-Seeing), ( ﻗﺪﻳﺮAll-Powerful) are all enlightenments of the
same. Such attributes are called ( ﺻﻔﺎت ﻛﻤﺎﻟﻴﺔIntegral Attributes).
2. The second kind of God’s attributes is that which are integral
itself but for these attributes annexation and connection exists
with Allah (SWT). For example; ( ﻋﻠﻴﻢthe All-Knowing).
Knowledge is the personal Attribute of God but it has
connectivity and relation with ( ﻣﻌﻠﻮمgranted one). For the
appearance of such attributes, the existence of Creatures (human
beings) is also essential.
3. In the third kind of attributes, the individual himself does not
have that specific attribute but if any connectivity is created
with the individual then an attribute is generated. For example;
Zaid was standing ahead for some time, so an attribute of
‘ahead’ was there. But after that he stood behind, then another
attribute of ‘behind’ appeared.
All the attributes of God are well distinguished. Everyone has
its own meaning. Every one of them has own effects. Quran says:

ِ
ِ
ﺒـ ُﺮ ُﺎر اﻟ ُْﻤﺘَ َﻜْﺠﺒ
 وس اﻟ
ُ ﻻ ُﻫَﻮ اﻟ َْﻤِﻠِ ِﺬي َﻻ إِﻟـََٰﻪ إـﻪُ اﻟُﻫَﻮ اﻟﻠ
َ ﺴَﻼ ُم اﻟ ُْﻤ ْﺆﻣ ُﻦ اﻟ ُْﻤ َﻬْﻴﻤ ُﻦ اﻟ َْﻌ ِﺰ ُﻳﺰ اﻟ
ُ ﺪ ﻚ اﻟُْﻘ

{He is Allah, except whom there is no God; the King, the Pure, the
Giver of Peace, the Granter of Faith, the Protector, the most Honorable,
the Almighty, the Majestic (59:23)}
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Allah says in the next verse that:

ِ
ﻮُر ﺼ
ُ ـﻪُ اﻟْ َﺨﺎﻟ ُﻖ اﻟْﺒَﺎ ِرُﻫ َﻮ اﻟﻠ
َ ئ اﻟ ُْﻤ

{He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Shape Giver (59:24)}
The greatness of Attributes of God is also known as  ﺟﺒﺮوتor
“Authoritarianism’. Some attributes are integral itself but they are
auxiliary as well. For example; ( ﻋﻠﻴﻢthe All-Knowing) is an attribute of
Persona and Reality but it has annexation and connection with ﻣﻌﻠﻮم
(granted one – Human being) as well.
Some attributes are categorically supportive. For example: the
First, and the Last etc. Quran says for Allah (SWT):
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ِ
ِ ﺎﻫﺮواﻟْﺒ
ِ
ﺎﻃ ُﻦ
َ َ ُ و ُل َو ْاﻵﺧ ُﺮ َواﻟﻈ َُﻫ َﻮ ْاﻷ

{He is the First and the last, the Evident and the Concealed (57:03)}
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Good Names of Allah (SWT):
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Allah (SWT) is “the First” with respect to His Persona. Allah
(SWT) is “the Last’ with respect to His Attribute. He is Evident with
respect to His Effects. He is concealed with respect to His Persona.
Name is the combination of person and attribute. If the
attributes of God are considered then His good names come forward.
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ﺮِﺣ ِﻴﻢ ﺮ ْﺣ َﻤـٰ ِﻦ اﻟ ـ ِﻪ اﻟﺑِ ْﺴ ِﻢ اﻟﻠ

{(I begin with) the name of Allah, who is the Most Gracious and the Most
Merciful (01:01)}
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Allah is Persona. Mercifulness is an Attribute. ﺮ ْﺣ َﻤـٰ ِﻦ اﻟand ﺮِﺣﻴ ِﻢ اﻟare
the good names of Allah. Once the word Allah is said against attributes,
like ﺮِﺣ ِﻴﻢﺮ ْﺣ َﻤـٰ ِﻦ اﻟـ ِﻪ اﻟاﻟﻠ, it will be the name of ‘Persona’. And second time the
word Allah is said against ‘His Servant’ and then His Persona
represents the Integral Attributes.
The good names of Allah are ( ﺗﻮﻓﻴﻘﯽReconciling). In other words
all the names Allah that came in Quran and Hadiths we can tell them as
the Attributes of God. That is why it is said that all the names are
respectable, all are decent. God says in Quran that:

ْﺤ ْﺴﻨَ ٰﻰ
ْ ﻻ ُﻫ َﻮ ﻟَﻪُ ْاﻷِـﻪُ َﻻ إِﻟَـٰﻪَ إاﻟﻠ
ُ َﺳ َﻤﺎءُ اﻟ
{Allah – there is no worship except for Him, His only are the excellent
names (20:08)}
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Some names of God are ( وﺟﻮدیexistential) and ( اﺛﺒﺎﺗﯽevidential).
For example: ( َﺣ ٌﯽthe Everlasting) ( َﻋﻠِ ْﻴ ٌﻢthe All-Knowing) and  ﻗَ ِﺪﻳْـٌﺮthe
All-Powerful .
Some names of God are ( ﻋﺪﻣﯽnihilist) and ( ﺳﻠﺒﯽpredatory).
These names express that God is free from all defects. For example:
ح
ٌ ـ ْﻮ( ُﺳﺒthe Most Clean) س
ْ ( ﻗُﺪthe Most Pure) and ﺻ َﻤ ٌﺪ
َ the Self-sufficient .
ٌ و
Many people consider that God’s names are only Ninety Nine

ns

(99). But there are more names that appeared in Quran and Hadiths.
For example;  ﻗَ ِﺪﻳْـٌﺮthe All-Powerful . This name is not included in those
well-known 99 names.
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This point is to be noted that there are some names that show
some relations and are interdependent. For example: “Brother”. This
name would not be applicable until there is some brother of him. Other
examples are: father & son, husband & wife, teacher & pupil, king &
common people, and God & His Servant etc.
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