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Chapter – 09

What is Polytheism?
()

ns

ِ َ  وإِﻳ
ﻴﻦ ۔
ُ ﺎك ﻧَ ْﺴﺘَﻌ
َ

(O Allah) And we seek help from You alone. (01:05)
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ِ َ ِﻪ َﻻ ﻳـ ْﻐ ِﻔﺮ أَن ﻳ ْﺸﺮ َك ﺑِ ِﻪ وﻳـ ْﻐ ِﻔﺮ ﻣﺎ ُدو َن ٰذَﻟن اﻟﻠ ِ إ
َ ُ ََ
ُﻚ ﻟ َﻤﻦ ﻳَ َﺸﺎء
َ ُ ُ َ َ
ﺿ َﻼ ًﻻ ﺑَ ِﻌﻴ ًﺪا۔
َ ﻞ ﺿ
َ  ِﻪ ﻓَـ َﻘ ْﺪَوَﻣﻦ ﻳُ ْﺸ ِﺮ ْك ﺑِﺎﻟﻠ
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Truly Allah does not forgive (the greatest sin) that partners be
ascribed with Him – and He forgives all that is below it (lesser sins)
whenever He likes, and he who associates with God has indeed
wandered far astray. (04:116)
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--------------------
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Believing in many gods or considering the special attributes of
God in others is Polytheism ()ﺷﺮک. Whereas totally rejecting the
attributes of God or straightforward negation of Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
 ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وis
ٰ
Blasphemy ()ﮐﻔﺮ. Make it clear that the most important attribute of
God is وﺟﻮد ﺑﺎﻟﺬات. Means, only God has the ‘Existence by Himself’.
The other beings are due to God and all are His bestows. ‘Selfsufficiency’ is also the special attribute of God.
Look! Neglecting to God and not believing Him or very
nominal believe on Him is the root cause of all evils. This negligence
is a real problem that brings more problems. And must remember!
Associating to God is ‘revolt’, whereas other sins are ‘crimes’. As any
government can never pardon the insurgency and the rebel is hanged
till his death, similarly  ﺷﺮکis a non-pardonable crime. And its
punishment is ﺧﻠﻮد ﻓﯽ اﻟﻨﺎر, means the doer has to remain forever in Hell.
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Muslims believe that God is ‘Eternal’ ()واﺟﺐ اﻟﻮﺟﻮد. It means
His existence is essential and His nonexistence is impossible. Other
than God, whichever things exist, all are ‘Probable’ ()ﻣﻤﮑﻦ. Any
probable never exists of its-own. If it would have existed of its-own
then it can never be separated from the ‘Self-Existent’. Apart from
this, with every probable there is ‘nothingness’ before and after.
Therefore, the Self-Existence of Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
 ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وis His special
ٰ
attribute. Actually, considering the special attributes of God in any
human being or other creatures is ( ﺷﺮکPolytheism).
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Now it is also essential to consider that in probable (in us),
how these attributes came and from where? From whom this vitality
and knowledge has reflected on us? Who has given us our hearing and
seeing capability? If it is ‘Nature’, then who owns it? From which
source the desire approached? In fact, all these present attributes are
obtained from God, the main source, the ‘Head-spring Entity’.
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(Is there any attribute which I do not have?
I am like a Charismatic Personification)

Sid
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So if we think, as told above, then would it be considered as
ﺷﺮک, “associating to God”? ---- No, Not at all. It could be  ﺷﺮکonly if
we consider ourselves as ‘Self-Existent’. But, we consider ourselves
as ‘Probable’, ‘Non-Existent’, and then what else left? Our both hands
are totally bare. As per Muslim belief, ‘Probable’ keeps on dying for
every minute, every moment and Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
 ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وbestows a
ٰ
temporary life in it. ---- Now, present day scientists also say that there
is a “Cells System” in human body in which cells keep on vanishing
and replacing with new one ---- As such, God is the only one who
gives lives to all.



 

(Whatever that exists is owned by God
Nothing belongs to man)
Remember! Association is of two types: (1) Real Association;
and 2) Metaphoric Association. Anything that is related to God, the
‘Real Persona’, is known as ‘Real Association’. For example: - God is
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the Creator, He is All-Seeing, He has Authority, He is Ever-Lasting,
He is Subsisting Provider to all. These are all “True Relations”.
Any attribute that is related to a ‘person or thing’ is known as
Metaphoric Association or Illusive Relation. For example we say:
‘Spring season has produced flowers and green grass; We live; We
know; We hear; We see; We have power; We have intentions; and
We speak etc. All these sayings are qualifications and relate to
Metaphoric Attributes. These are all “false relations”. Metaphoric
Association is not  ﺷﺮکorﮐﻔﺮ. So, without proper understanding, calling
to anyone as ‘disbeliever’ or ‘polytheist’ is in a way “self-targeting”.
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Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ  ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وhas everything in His hand but simultaneously
He has created “Apparent Systems” as well as “Definite Systems”. If
these “Systems” are used, it is not ﺷﺮک. However, if it is thought that
these Systems are effective on their own, and also considered that
‘these are everything’, then it is ﺷﺮک.
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Quran’s Chapter 3, Verse 49, describes about “miracles” of
Prophet Isa ﻋﻠﻴﻪ اﻟﺴﻼم. Here, there is no place to contest. In this Verse
there is a warning for those who keep calling Muslim as Polytheist
()ﻣﺸﺮک. ---- It suggests that for any work once  ِـﻪ( ﺑِِﺈ ْذ ِن اﻟﻠBy the order of
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Allah) is told then that work turns out to be Metaphorical ( )ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺮضand
comes under Illusive Relation. With Metaphoric Association there
will be neither  ﺷﺮکnor ﮐﻔﺮ. When producing a lively bird with mud,

Sid

becoming its creator, and giving life in a dead body is not ﺷﺮک, then
how other relations could be ?ﺷﺮک
This point must be remembered that a person who understands
‘By the order of Allah” ( ِـﻪ )ﺑِِﺈ ْذ ِن اﻟﻠhe can never be a ﻣﺸﺮک. If you call
such person as  ﻣﺸﺮکthen there will be reaction. And according to the
Noble Prophet’s saying “ َء اَ َﺣ ُﺪ ُﻫ َﻤﺎ
 ”ﻓَـ َﻘ ْﺪ ﺑَﺎyou will yourself be arrested in
ﺷﺮک. Note down one more thing, that telling  ِـﻪ ﺑِِﺈ ْذ ِن اﻟﻠone time exempts
telling these words for many times.
This is written even in usual books that when any Muslim
says: “Spring season has produced green grass”, it is a Metaphoric
Relation, because he believes in Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و. On the other hand, if
any ‘Materialist’ would tell this sentence it will be a True Relation.
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As regards to Polytheism ( )ﺷﺮکmany questions are raised.


Q.1. If the normal attributes of Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ  ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وare seen in any
human being, for example; Divination ()ﻋﻠﻢ ﻏﻴﺐ. Will it be
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?ﺷﺮک
Answer: Divination is in fact a combination of knowledge and
unseen. Knowledge means ‘to know something’. Obviously, the
‘Persona’ who is self-existent, his knowledge will be his own. On the
other hand, whose existence is dependent ( )ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺮضthen his knowledge
will also be dependent. Likewise, the knowledge of all probable and
creatures would also be dependent. After this acceptance,  ﺷﺮکhas
gone miles apart.
Remember! Knowledge may be of seen things. It may also be of
heard substance. Knowledge may be of research or it may also be of
some simulation. ---- Now left Divination. If it is in the context of
God, then there will be nothing which could be hidden with Him.
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Look! Divination or Knowledge of hidden things ( )ﻋﻠﻢ ﻏﻴﺐis of
three types:

ui

(1) Absolute Divination: This is merely known to God and that is all.
(2) Divination given to Noble Prophets: Quran says;

diq

ِ
ٍ ر ُﺳ ﻀ ٰﻰ ِﻣﻦ
ِ َﻋﺎﻟِ ُﻢ اﻟْﻐَْﻴ
ﻮل
َ َﻻ َﻣ ِﻦ ْارﺗَِﺣ ًﺪا ۔ إ
َ ﺐ ﻓَ َﻼ ﻳُﻈْ ِﻬ ُﺮ َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ ﻏَ ْﻴﺒِﻪ أ

Sid

{(He is) Knower of the Unseen and He does not disclose His Unseen
to anyone, except to His chosen Messengers. (72:25 &26)}
(3) Divination given to a Muslim: Quran says;

ِ
ِ ﻳﻦ ﻳـُ ْﺆِﻣﻨُﻮ َن ﺑِﺎﻟْﻐَْﻴ
ﺐ
َ اﻟﺬ

{Those who believe without seeing (02:03)}
That Muslim who has no belief of such unseen is a disbeliever ()ﮐﺎﻓﺮ
and not a Muslim. ---- How are those Divinations? Examples are;
God, Angels, Heaven and Hell etc. Shaytan also knows feelings of
people, whether they are in East or West, they are Near or Far. Quran
and Hadiths also confirm the knowledge of unseen with Shaytan.
Then whether  ﺷﺮکwith Shaytan would be allowed? God forbid!
Remember! Doings of God are Absolute, Widespread and Itsown. Doings of human beings are with the power of God; with the
permission of God. Such doings are of lower values as well.
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The ‘Divinations’ of human beings are in fact Secondary
Divinations. The Absolute Divination is specific to Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و.
How one can imagine that God is so small and others may become
equivalent to Him so easily? Nowadays people who create fear
against Divinations and other Spiritual works are virtually
‘Monotheist without souls’.
 Q.2. Asking for help with the expired people! ----Is it not ?ﺷﺮک
Answer: Some materialistic Monotheist do not hesitate to treat
living people as their ( ربthe lord), ( ﻣﻤﻴﺖthe giver of death) and رزاق
(the provider), but as soon as any expired person is addressed they
declare it as ﺷﺮک. Look! If there is any Polytheism in it, then it would
be with living and expired persons equally.

Q.3. If anybody says to any Spiritual-guide: “Please remove
my sickness”, Will it not be ?ﺷﺮک

Sid
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People who leave this world whether they can see back or hear to
this world? Yes! They can. It is Prophet’s saying that “when you go to
any graveyard you tell: ﺴﻼَ ُم َﻋﻠَْﻴ ُﮑ ْﻢ ﻳَﺎ اَ ْﻫ َﻞ اﻟْ ُﻘﺒُـ ْﻮْر ( اَﻟO graveyard people! Peace
is upon you)”. If dead people do not see or hear then why this
conversation has been made? ---- These ‘materialist’ seek help with
English people for their ordinary problems and yet feel proud that we
have not asked anything from the dead. It is fantastic! ---- Look! If
things are related with the concept of  ﺑﺎﻟﺬاتfor God, and  ﺑﺎﻟﻌﺮضfor
human beings then it will not be ﺷﺮک, but it would be called
Metaphoric relation.

Answer: ‘Giving health’ or ‘Giving children’ is special attribute
of Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و. All Real Attributes are linked with God, whereas
Metaphoric Association goes towards sources. Cure is connected to
the doctors and medicines. ---- Quran says at various places:

ِ َﻚ ِﻷ ََﻫﺐ ﻟ
ِ ﻮل رﺑ
ﺎﻚ ﻏُ َﻼ ًﻣﺎ َزﻛِﻴ
َ ُ  َﻤﺎ أَﻧَﺎ َر ُﺳإِﻧ
َ

{I am only a messenger sent by your Lord;
to bestow a good son on you. (19:19)}

ْﻴ ِﺮ ﺑِِﺈ ْذﻧِﻲ ﻓَـﺘَﻨ ُﻔ ُﺦ ﻓِ َﻴﻬﺎ ﻓَـﺘَ ُﻜﻮ ُن ﻃَْﻴـ ًﺮا ﺑِِﺈ ْذﻧِﻲﻴ ِﻦ َﻛ َﻬ ْﻴﺌَ ِﺔ اﻟﻄَوإِ ْذ ﺗَ ْﺨﻠُ ُﻖ ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟﻄ
{and when you used to mould a birdlike sculpture from clay,
by my command, and blow into it,
so that it may fly, by my command. (05:110)}
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 ِـﻪُﺣﻴِﻲ اﻟ َْﻤ ْﻮﺗَ ٰﻰ ﺑِِﺈ ْذ ِن اﻟﻠ
ُ َوأُﺑْ ِﺮ
ْ ص َوأ
َ ئ ْاﻷَ ْﻛ َﻤ َﻪ َو ْاﻷَﺑْـ َﺮ

{And I cure the blind and the leper, and I give life to the death,
by the permission of Allah. (03:49)}
In these places the compulsion of  ﺑِِﺈ ْذﻧِﻲand  ِـﻪﺑِﺈ ْذ ِن اﻟﻠ, indicates to
the Metaphoric Association. If Illusive Relation also considered as
ﺷﺮک, then it will be difficult to talk ----!


Q.4. After offering Fatiha (pray to God), serving food with the
name of passed elders! ---- Is it not ?ﺷﺮک

ns

Answer: In this context the answers are as follow:
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Ibn Abbas  رﺿﯽ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻪnarrates, which is quoted in Sahih Bukhari and
Sahih Muslim: “A person came to Muhammad ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢ, and said
“my sister had decided that she will perform Hajj but could not do so
and she passed away”. Prophet asked him, “If she had debt on her,
would you not pay back the debt”? He said, “Yes! I would do”.
Prophet said, “Her promise is the debt of God, so it should also be
paid likewise”.
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One more Hadith from Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim is there.
Aaishah  رﺿﯽ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻬﺎnarrates; one person came to the Noble Prophet and
said, “My mother suddenly died. I thought if she would have alive,
she would have spent money in charity”. Then he asked, May I spent
money on charity on her behalf, would she be benefitted? Muhammad
 ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢsaid, “Yes”.
Q.5. Offering Fatiha and keeping food in the front. ---- Would
it not be ?ﺷﺮک

Answer: Offering Fatiha is a proven act from this Hadith. The
Nobble Prophet said:

ئ ﺑِ َﺤ ْﻤ ِﺪ اﷲِ ﻓَـ ُﻬَﻮ اَﺑْـَﺘـ ْﺮ
ُ  ْﻢ ﻳـُْﺒ َﺪﻞ اَْﻣ ٍﺮ ِذ ْی ﺑَ ٍﺎل ﻟ ُﮐ

(Any work that has not begun with  ِـﻪْﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠ
َ اﻟ, that is awful, not good)
Keeping food in the front is just a symbolic act. And preparing one
specific food for Fatiha comes under this Hadith:

َﺧْﻴـ ُﺮ ْاﻻُُﻣ ْﻮِر اَ ْد َو ُاﻣ َﻬﺎ

(Best deeds are those in which there is persistence, perseverance)
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Q.6. Giving respect to elders, kissing their hands and feet! ---Is it not ?ﺷﺮک

Answer: Look! Worship is for Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و, and respect is
for elders. God says:

ِ
ُـ ُﺮوﻩﺰُروﻩُ َوﺗُـ َﻮﻗ َوَر ُﺳﻮﻟ ِﻪ َوﺗُـ َﻌ

{(And believe in) His Noble Prophet,
and honor him, and respect him. (48:09)}

ﺮ ْﺣ َﻤ ِﺔ ل ِﻣ َﻦ اﻟ ﺬ ﺎح اﻟ
ْ َوا ْﺧ ِﻔ
َ َﺾ ﻟَ ُﻬ َﻤﺎ َﺟﻨ

tio

ِ
 ِﺪ ُﮐ ْﻢﺴﻴ
َ ﻗُﻮُﻣ ْﻮا ﻟ

ns

{And lower your wing humbly for them (parents)
with mercy and tender. (17:24)}

ca

{Stand up in respect for your Elders. (Hadith)}
Q.7. Calling Ya Rasoolallah! Or Ya Gauth! Will it not be ?ﺷﺮک
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Answer: For these two calls, the answer is available in this Hadith, in
which, Muhammad  ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢhas taught this prayer ()دﻋﺎ.
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ِ
ﻤ ٌﺪ ۔ ک ﻳَﺎ َﺣﺒِْﻴَﺒـﻨَﺎ ﻳَ ُﺎﻣ َﺤ
َ ِﮏ ﺑِ َﺤﺒِْﻴﺒ
َ ﺟﻪُ اِﻟَْﻴ ﮏ َو اَﺗـَﻮ
َ ُ ْﯽ اَ ْﺳَﺌـﻠﻢ اِﻧ اَﻟٰﻠّ ُﻬ
َ ﺼﻄَٰﻔﯽ ﻋْﻨ َﺪ
ْ ﮏ اﻟ ُْﻤ
ﺎ ِﻫُﺮ ۔ﺮ ُﺳ ْﻮ ُل اﻟﻄﮏ ﻓَﺎ ْﺷَﻔ ْﻊ ﻟَﻨَﺎ ِﻋْﻨ َﺪ اﻟ َْﻤ ْﻮﻟَﯽ اﻟ َْﻌ ِﻈْﻴ ِﻢ ﻳَﺎ ﻧِْﻌ َﻢ اﻟ
َ ﮏ اِٰﻟﯽ َرﺑ
َ ِﺳ ُﻞ ﺑ ﺎ ﻧَـَﺘـَﻮاِﻧ
ِ ﻫﻪ
ک۔
 ﻔ ْﻌﻪُ ﻓِْﻴـﻨَﺎ ﺑِ َﺠﺎﻢ َﺷ اَﻟٰﻠّ ُﻬ
َ  ﻋْﻨ َﺪ

(Narrated: Othman bin Hanif, --- Quoted in Tirmizi, Nasai, Ibn Majah,
Tibrani, Sahih ibn Khuzaimah, and Haakim Bahiqui)

In this prayer there is a call of ﻤ ٌﺪ ﻳَﺎ َﺣﺒِﻴَْـﺒﻨَﺎ ﻳَ ُﺎﻣ َﺤ, a call to prayer, a
proclamation. The third Khalifah Othman, رﺿﯽ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻪin his tenure, has
offered this prayer himself and guided others to follow.
Dear People! We believe on  ﺑِﺎﷲﻮة اِﻻ  ﻻَ َﺣ ْﻮ َل َوﻻَ ﻗُـmeans there is no
power all around except of Allah. We have no control to save
ourselves with sins and even no power to do any sin. If this point is
understood then  ﺷﺮکand  ﮐﻔﺮhas gone miles away. Certainty on this
point is ‘True Belief’ ()اﻳﻤﺎن. Its feel is awareness or wisdom ()ﻋﺮﻓﺎن. This is
‘Annihilation of Attributes’ (
 ) and ‘Self-Annihilation’().
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If it is realized that we cannot do any act on our own, it is
‘Annihilation of Acts’ ( ) and if one gets it, then it is ‘Oneness of
Acts’ (  ). If it is understood that any attribute that we have is not
our own and personal, then it is ‘Annihilation of Attributes’ ( ),
and its feeling is ‘Oneness of Attributes’ ( ). Taking into
consideration to our ‘Real Nothingness’, is ‘Self-Annihilation’ (),
and understanding to our self-nonexistence is ‘Persona Annihilation’
(). This is ‘Oneness of Persona’ ( ).

ns

God save us from Polytheism ()ﺷﺮک. Make our ‘nothingness’
as an ‘entity’. Do not conceal the Right in any Invalid.
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Persona (God), who does exist, should remain forever. And
person, who does not exist, should ‘be finished’, ‘be wiped out’.
Finally, think over at (the first Verse of Quran) “ ِـﻪْﺤ ْﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠ
َ ”اﻟ.
When all praise is to Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ  ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وthen what left in the hands of a
person? ---- Praise to anyone that is in fact praise to God. ---- Think
over at our ‘Real Nothingness’. The more you will think the more
paths will open. You keep walking on it that leads to Allah ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ,
and will reach to Him. This is the secret of:
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ِ و ﺑ و ﻇَﺎ ِﻫﺮا و ٰا ِﺧﺮا ًوﻻَاَﻟْﺤﻤ ُﺪ ﻟِﻠّ ِﻪ ا
ﺎﻃﻨًﺎ
َْ
َ ً
ً
(All praise is to Allah who is

Sid

the First, and the Last, and the Evident, and the Hidden)

--------------------

