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Chapter – 36

Allah’s Good Names
()

ns

ِ  ِﺬﻳﻦ ﻳـﻠـ ِﻪ ْاﻷَﺳﻤﺎء اﻟْﺤﺴﻨَ ٰﻰ ﻓَﺎ ْدﻋُﻮﻩُ ﺑِﻬﺎ وذَروا اﻟ وﻟِﻠ
ْﺤ ُﺪو َن ﻓِﻲ
ُ َ
ْ ُ ُ َْ
ُ َ َ
َ
َﺳ َﻤﺎﺋِِﻪ َﺳﻴُ ْﺠ َﺰْو َن َﻣﺎ َﻛﺎﻧُﻮا ﻳَـ ْﻌ َﻤﻠُﻮ َن۔
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And for Allah only are the most excellent names; So call on Him
by His names; and ignore to those people who depart from the truth
regarding His names; They shall soon receive the reward for their
deeds. (07:180)
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ْﺤ ْﺴﻨَ ٰﻰ۔
ْ ﻻ ُﻫ َﻮ ﻟَﻪُ ْاﻷِـﻪُ َﻻ إِﻟَـٰﻪَ إ اﻟﻠ
ُ َﺳ َﻤﺎءُ اﻟ
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Allah; there is no worship except for Him; He has the best
names.(20:08)
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This point has to be remembered that an attribute is not a
constant feature. For example:

Mercy (), Mercifulness (), Compassionateness (  )
The person or thing that is related to any attribute is called
Persona. It means any Persona is a source of attributes. And the
combination of attributes and persona is called Name. (So the
definition of Name comes out as: Name is a word or set of words by
which a person or thing is known, addressed, or referred to). Thus:
Mercy (ﺖ
َ )ر ْﺣ َﻤ
َ is an Attribute
Merciful (ﺮ ْﺣ َﻤـٰ ِﻦ  )اﻟis a Name
ِ ﺮِﺣ  )اﻟis a Name
Compassionate (ﻴﻢ
And the Persona related to the Attribute and Names is ()اللﱠـ ِه
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The word Al-Husna (ْﺤ ْﺴﻨَ ٰﻰ
ُ  )اﻟis derived from (اﺣ ْﺴ َﻦ
ُ ), whose
meaning is, “The Best”. One thing is to be noted that, to depict any
attribute of Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و, a nominative ( )اﺳﻢ اﻟﻔﺎﻋﻞcannot be made
from any of the verbs. Therefore, Islamic scholars say that all the
good names of Allah are “Taufiquee”. It means that those attributes
which are described by Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
 ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وin Quran can only be
ٰ
considered as documented attributes. That is why Allah says “And for
Allah only are the most excellent names”. For Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ و, any such
name cannot be used which is less than His dignity. Some consider
that only 99 names are ْﺤ ْﺴﻨَ ٰﻰ
ْ ( ا ْﻷthe best names of Allah). No doubt
ُ َﺳ َﻤﺎءُ اﻟ
these 99 names are the best names, but every name appeared in Quran
and Hadiths is good name as well. For example: ““ﻗَ ِﺪ ٌﻳﺮ. This name is
not included in the 99 names of Asma-ul-Husna, but ﻞ َﺷ ْﻲ ٍء ﻗَ ِﺪ ٌﻳﺮ ـﻪَ َﻋﻠَ ٰﻰ ُﻛن اﻟﻠ ِإ
is met with in Quran in many places. So, Qadeer is also a good name.
One question is generally asked that whether we can use the
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name of “Khuda ()” for Allah. Yes! It may be used because it is the
translation of Allah. The meaning of Khuda is, “Who came by
Himself”, and this translation is not decreasing His dignity.
Remember this thing that, if you call any name of Allah very
frequently, you will have concentration for the name, and then you
will come across a reaction of that particular name and attribute of
Allah ﺗﻌﺎﻟﻰ
ٰ  ﺳﺒﺤﺎﻧﻪ وas well. Such reaction is called “Aasar, ().
This is also to be noted that calling excessively the name
compatible to the requirement solves the problem. For example, if
someone does not get food regularly, he should repeatedly recite the
name of “"ﻳﺎرزاق. If somebody is sick he should narrate “”ﻳﺎ ﺷﺎﻓﯽ. If
anybody is in need of children, he should repetitively call ﻳﺎ ﺧﻼق, ﻳﺎ ﻓﻌﺎل
or ﻳﺎ ﻣﺼﻮر.

---------------------Prophet Muhammad  ﺻﻠﻰ اﷲ ﻋﻠﻴﻪ وﺳﻠﻢsaid: There are 99 Asma-ulHusna of Allah showing His attributes, and said that all Muslims
should use these good names while offering prayer ()دﻋﺎ.
The Prophet also said that he who memorizes these Names by
heart, his place may be in Heaven. (Narrated Al-Walid Bin Muslim رﺿﯽ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻪ
Tirmidhi, and Abu Hurairah  ;رﺿﯽ اﷲ ﻋﻨﻪBukhari and Muslim).
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